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Dear Parents and Carers,

What a fantastic start to the year we've had in
Reception! The children have settled into school life
so well.

This half term, our topic is: Exploring the World
Around Us! As part of this topic, we will be exploring
different themes from personal to global. From
making friends in school, to why recycling is good
for the environment.

Thank you to all those families who have signed up
and started engaging with Tapestry. Hopetully you
|have enjoyed seeing photos and updates of your
children to get a better idea of what they are up to.

Staff are present at drop off and pick up to answer
and quick questions you may have, however there is
limited time. You can always contact the school
office with any questions or queries or post them to
Tapestry and staff will get back to you as soon as
possible.

The Reception Team

IMPORTANT
B DATES

School Photos (Individual/Sibling): Friday 7*"
November

Keeping Safe/Anti-Bullying Week: w/c 10"
November

Reception Nativity : Monday 8" December
Christmas Lunch/Jumper Day: Tuesday 16"
December

Class Parties: Wednesday 17" December

Open Morning: Thursday 18" December

Last Day of Term: Friday 19" December at 1:20pm
INSET days: Monday 5" and Tuesday 6" January
2026

Pupils return to school: Wednesday 7" January 2026

Children will continue to learn phonic
sounds as part of the Read, Write Inc
programme. We will continue to learn
single-letter sounds and also some two-
letter sounds (known as digraphs).

Each week will have a theme. This will
include books about Space and The World
Around Us.

Activities will include acting out and
sequencing stories, as well as sorting,
labelling and writing tasks. P s
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WAYS TO HELP AT HOME

e Encourage daily reading this can be your child using their
phonic knowledge to read phrases or by sharing a book
together.

e Support maths learning by using real-life activities like
cooking or shopping to practice counting, addition,
pattern and subitising.

* Foster scientific curiosity through simple experiments at
home, such as growing plants, cooking, making play
dough or even leaving water out to freeze over night.

» Develop writing skills by encouraging labelling pictures or
models your child has made.

» Explore history and geography by visiting museums,
historical sites, and also talking to them about the
experience you had when you were younger and how
they are different today.

e Play board games.

=

MATHS

Children will continue to focus on early number
understanding. Children will look at different 2D
shapes, and discovering their different
properties to be able to recognise each one.
This will also involve recognising, and
conTinuing repea’ring patterns.




UNDERSTANDING THE
WORLD

Children will continue to explore the
Green Space during Forest School. As
Autumn moves to Winter, we will be
observing the changes that we see
around us and think about how the
seasons differ from each other.
Children will look at Space and naming
the planets. The children will look into
the astronaut Tim Peake and how he
travelled to the Space Station.
Children will also explore magnets and
finding objects that are and are not
magnetic.

Children will also learn about
Remembrance Day and why we observe
it.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND
/”  DESIGN
Children will continue to enjoy a range of

artistic activities across the learning
environment. They are learning to be more
independent with resources and to use
different tools safely and sensibly. We will be
encouraging children to share their
creations, and explaining to adults and other
children what they have made and how.

In Music children will explore the voice and
percussion instruments and musical
concepts such as pitch, dynamic and tempo.

RE: This term we will be focusing on
Christianity and looking at the
Christmas story. Children will also look
at the festival of Diwali and Hannukah.
PSHE: This term our focus is on what
makes us special, unique and
different. This includes talking about
our likes and dislikes and how we can
make friends wi’rh oThers around us.
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This half-
term'’s value
is Respect.
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E h week there is an opportunity,
for a parent to come into each
class to read a story. You can pick
the book or we can provide it. It
can be a family favourite.
Please see your child’s class

teacher to orgainse a time. @
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In gross motor skills using the outside area
children will explore the skills of rolling,
walking, jumping, running, hopping and
skipping.

In fine motor skills the children will use one-
handed tools and equipment, for example,
making snips on paper with scissors and look
at forming taught graphemes correctly.




